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A 
SUPPLEMENT 


TO 1 


MODERATOR 


BETWEEN AN 
Infidel and an Apoſtate : 
f Being a DisszATAr ION on 
Daniels Weeks, 
FROM T HE 


Authority of the Rabens 


Dicimus Inter pretes Scripturarum magis ads habendos 
eſſe primæ væ ab Apoſtolis Memoria Patres, quam Dallzos, 
Blundellos, quam alios hujus ſeculi litteratiſſi mos. Dod- 

well. in Præfat. ad Irenæ. Diſſert. He 
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Printed for the Author, and ſold by him next 
Door below the Star in Aldermanbury; and 
by the Bookſellers of London and V — 
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To the Reverend 


eb. Craven, D. D. 


And MASTER af 


S,dney-Suſſex College, 
IN THE 


Univerſity of Cambridge. 


om) 


Reverend 81 R, 


0 long as it ſhall pleaſe 
od to bleſs me with 
that State of Health 
| — Ag and Reaſon, which I 
at preſent enjoy, de- 
ſign to be publithing one Diſcourſe 
or other for the Edification of his 
Church. 


The Dedication. 
Church. And as TI intend to dedj; 
cate every Diſſertation I ſhall pub, 

liſh hereafter, whether of a ſmal. 
ler or larger Size, to one Perſon 

of Worth or other, ſo IJ was pre. 
ſently determin'd to inſcribe. thus 
to you. 


The Reaſon why I do 6 is not 
only to teſtify my ſincere Reſpe&s 
and Efteem for you, and to make 
thankful Acknowledgments of the 
great Favours, which by your In. 
tereſt chrefly, if not ſolely, J have 
for many Years paſt received from 
the College; but becauſe of your 
ſingular Learning and Abilities to 

pats a right JO on this Dif 
courle. 


jragrny — — — As, „ || nn ects fn 


The Subject of it is curious, 
and no doubt but it has ſome— 
times exerciſed your Meditations, 
as well as employ'd the Pens of 

many 


The Dedication. 


many others, who have appear'd 


from the Preſs on it, though with- 


out giving a general Satisfaction to 


| the Clergy themſelves, and much 


leſs to Jews and Infidels. 


Whether I have perform d bet- 
ter on this Subject than others be- 
fore me, you ſhall be Judge; than 
whom, without Flattery, I know 


not a more competent one. 


My way of handling it, muſt 
rather pleaſe than diſpleaſe you, 
becauſe of that Veneration, which, 
| know, you bear to the Fathers. 
And I have purpoſely avoided the 
giving, what you may call oppro- 
brious Language to the Clergy, be- 


| cauſe I would not offend one who 


has an Affection for, and is ſuch an 
Honour to that Order. 


much queftion, whether any 


will publiſh their Remarks or Ob- 


jections 


The Dedication. _ 
jections againſt this Diſſertation 


Upon Peruſal of it, I ſay it with. 
out Vanity, they muſt give up the 
Cauſe to me. But however, if eithet 
vou, or any other learned Perſons 
will ſignify to me, wherein I am 
obſcure, or what wants farther I. 
luttration, ample Satisfaction fra 


** Siren chem by, 
SIR, 1 
Tour. moſt Aſfectionate and 
OBliged Friend and Servant, 
London, Nov. 2. 


1725. 


Tho. Woollſton. 


DISSERTAT ION 


GN 


Daniel's Weeks, 


c. 


02 H E principal and moſt 1 re- 


Old Teſtament, which the 


thers, urge againſt the Au- 
thor of the Grounds, for 


the Proof of the Meſſiahſhip of the Holy 


Jeſus, is that famous one of Daniel, 


markable Prophecy of the 
Biſhop of Lichfield, and o- 
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Chap. ix. ver. 24, 25, 26, 27. Seventy 
Weeks are determin'd upon thy People, and 


4 thy holy City, to finiſh the Tranſgreſ- 
fro 


n, and to make an end of Sins, and ty 
make Reconciliation Fine Iniquity, and to 


bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, and to 
© 2 ſeal up the Viſion 5 and to an- 


oint the moſt Holy, Know therefore and 
underſtand, that from the going forth of 
rhe Commanament to reſtore, = to Build 
N eruſalem, unto the Meſſiah the Prince, 
(hall be ſeven Weeks ;, and threeſcore and 
two Weeks the Street ſhall be built again, 
and the Wall, even in troublous Times, 
And after threeſcore and two Weeks ſpall 
Meſſiah be cut off, but not for himſelf; 
and the People of the Prince that ſhall 
come, ſhall deſtroy the City and the Sanfu 
ary, and the end _ ſhall be with 4 
Flood, and unto the en of the War Deſs 
lations are determin'd. And he ſhall con- 
firm the Covenant with many for one Week: 
And in the midſt of the Week he ſhall cauſe 
the Sacrifice and the Oblation'to ceaſe,” ant 
for the vverſpreading of Abominations, be 
fall make it deſolate, even until the Con- 
ſummation, and that determin'd, fball be 
poured upon the Deſola te. 


This famous Prophecy, to clear and ex- 
pound it, has exercis'd the Pens and wy 
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of many of theſe laſt Ages, beſides pro- 
feſs d Commentators on the Book of Daniel. 
It is univerſally agreed among Divines that 
it is a Prophecy of Chri/t, and one of the 
plaineſt in the whole Bible. And though 


they are divided in their Judgments about 


the Uſe of other prophetical Portions of 
Scripture, as whether they are predictive 
of, and applicable to Chriſt or not, yet 
they all concur that this is ; neither have 
any, I believe, attempted to prove the 
Truth of Chriſtianity from Prophecy, that 
is, from Scraps of the Old Teſtament, here 
and there pick'd up as their Fancy led 


them, and interpreted as their own Imagt- 


nations ſuggeſted ; but this was to be ſure 
one. It is the only Prophecy of the Old 
Teſtament, in which Chriſt, by the Name 
of Meſſiah, the Name that he went by 
zmong the Fews who expected him, is 
mention'd; and therefore Chriſtians have 
11bour'd the more to apply it unto our Je- 
ſus, for a Demonſtration of his Aſeſſiahſbi pp. 
Neither is there much Difference amongſt 
Commentators on the ſeveral Parts of this 
Prophecy, excepting about the Compu- 
tation of the Times ſpecified in it. They 
are agreed, that by Weeks are meant Weeks 
of Years, ſeven Years making one Week ; 
but where to begin the Computation of 
Seventy Weeks, or in what Year of this or 

| B 2 that 


_ 
D 
that King of Babylon the Precept for build. 
ing the City was dated, they can't find out, 
ſo as to make Four hundred and ninety 
Tears, the Number compriz'd- in Seventy 
Weeks, to terminate to Satisfaction: And 
from what appears in Hiſtory and Chrono- 
logy, I believe the Difficulty is ſo great, 
that it will puzzle them everlaſtingly. 
Many other Writers in this our Contro- 
verſy, beſides the Biſhop of Lichfield, ſuch 
as Dr. Clarke, Dr: Marſhall, Mr. Whitton, 
and Mr. Sykes, have, to their Power, urged 
this Prophecy againſt the Author of the 
Grounds, And indeed it was unavoidable, 
and not to be paſs'd over in Silence by 
them; ſince that Author, with his Inſinu- 
ations, had objected the Obſcurity of this 
Prophecy, the Difficulty of its Applicati- 
on, and the Difference amongſt Expoſitors 
in the Computation of the Times ments 
on'd in it. It muſt be own'd, that among 
 Free-Thinkers, ſuch an Objection will be 
of Weight; and therefore the faid Writers 
againſt the Grounds were in the right on, 
almoſt every one of them, to contend for 
the Truth of this Prophecy, and to illu- 
ſtrate it; and if they had all jump'd in 
their Numerical and Chronological Notions 
with the leaſt Shew of Exactneſs, they had 
done ſomewhat to the. Purpoſe. - But alas! 
they are as unhappily divided n 
I 1 elves 


[3] 

ſelves, as any before them, in their way of 
Arirhmetick and Chronology; and good Mr. 
Mhiffon is ſo offended with the Biſbop of 
Lichfield, and Dr. Clarke, for their Compu- 
tations of Daniel's Weeks, that for the Cre- 
dit of this Prophecy, and the Truth of 


Chriſtianity, he could not forbear writing 
againſt thein 2 which, we may be ſure, gives | 


great Pleaſure and Diverſion. to the Author 
of the Grounds, and rather confirms him 
in, than confutes his Infidelity. | 

It neither is, nor ſhall be my Buſineſs 


to make any Remarks on the ſaid Writings, 


in this Caſe, or to expoſe any of their 
Weakneſſes and Abſurdities in their Way 
of Computation; for the Clerg y than't ſay 
in this Caſe, that I am ſerving the Cauſe 
of Infidelity : But I take Leave to declare, 
that it's impoſſible for our Divines, in the 
Way they are in of Computation, ever to 
come to any Exactneſs and Agreement; 
and that they are all of them no leſs mi- 
ſtaken in their Explications of this Pro- 
phecy, than pay. ag of Lichfield is in 
the Prophecy of () Zachary ix. g. here- 
tofore ſpaken to. 113 40 Th 

What J have learn'd of the Fathers, is, 
that this Prophecy of Daniel, with his 
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[ 5 ] 
myſtical Weeks and Numbers, extends to 
Chriſt's ſecond Advent, and will receive 
its Completion and Illuſtration only at 
that Time. If I ſhould perſuade all the 
Fathers to come into this Opinion, and 
withal make it more than probable, many 
conſiderate Men, eſpecially Free-Thinkers 
will be aſtoniſiod, perhaps, and wonder at 
what our Divines have been, all this while, 
beating their Brains about to no Purpoſe, 
and thar too without Reafon, Hiſtory, and 


Authority. | 


To handle this Matter fully at preſent 


would take up more Room and Time than 
I have to ſpare for it; but however, | 
ſhall fay ſo much now' to it, as ſhall aws 
ken the Learned to a Conſideration of the 
Reaſonableneſs and Poſſibility, if not Cer 
tainty of our Opinion, againſt the next 
Opportunity I have to enlarge on it. 
Poſſibly fome, who are at all conver- 
ſant in the Fathers, may be before-hand 
with me, with an Objection, againſt even 
the poſſibility of getting the Fathers to my 
Opinion, as is above aflerted ; becauſe all, 
or moſt of them, who have treated on 
Daniel's Weeks, have gone in the Way of 
our modern Writers, ſuch as were Africs- 
nus, Hippolitus, Origen, Tertullian, Euſe- 
bins, and Theodoret ; and not improbably 
many others, whoſe Works are loſt, and 
DEL = would 
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would needs have this Prophecy of Daniel's 
Weeks fulfilled at ChriſPs firſt Advent, 
though they were no leſs -perplex'd and 
diſtreſs'd about the Computation of them, 


made a Colle&ion of the various Compu- 
tations of the foreſaid Fathers, which, with- 
out finding Fault with any, or making a 


the Judgment of his Readers to make 
choice of. But for all this, I muſt gain 
the foreſaid Fathers, and others of them, 
to my Opinion, that the x has a 
more direct Aſpect to the Time of Chriſt's 
Second Coming, when alone it will re- 
ceive its full Accompliſhment, and clear 
Interpretation, or I do nothing. | 

Heſychius (a) Biſhop of Solonita, whom 


Letters, was expreſly of this Opinion, that 
Daniels Weeks extended to Chriſt's Second 
Advent abſolutely, and not at all to the 
Firſt; and wonder'd how any one could 
imagine that the Myſtery of them was ful- 
n1Pd about the Time of Chriſt's Birth or 


— 


(a) Quomodo ergo Myſterium Hebdomadarum ſit im- 
pletum uſque ad Nativatem & Paſſionem Chriſti admi- 


But. Epiſt. 198. 


| 
| 
| 


| than our Divines are. I confeſs this to be 
true, as appears from St. Ferome, who has 


Computation of his own, he ſubmits to 


St. Auguitin held Correſpondence with by 


ror, cum illud in dimidio Hebdomadz, Oc. Aud Au 
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Paſſion. Of the fame Mind was (b) ano. 
ther, whom St. Auguſtin ſpeaks of, and 
who was no inconſiderable Perſon, or St. 
Ferome would never have animadverted 
upon him for it. Beſides 'theſe two, it is 
not improbable, but there were many o- 
thers in the Times of St. Augufin, of the 
ſame Opinion, or he would never have 
ſpoken of it as a Controverſy in the 
Church then, whether (c) Daniel's Weeks 
were fulfill'd under the Firſt or Second, or 
did relate to Both Advents of Chriſt. Nei. 
ther was this Opinion firſt ſtarted in St. 
Auguitin's Days; for we read of (d) Apol 
linarius Laodicenus, a more antient Fa. 
ther of the Third Century, and conſequently 
of better Authority, who held it alſo. And 
why may not I eſpouſe an Opinion of ſuch} 
Antiquity, which, if it was not an uni 
verſal one, was not without its Abetters in 
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(5) Hoc me compulit dicere cujuſdam Opinio, quem 
Presby ter quoque Hieronymus Temeritatis notat, quod 
auſus fuerit Danielis Hebdomadas de Ad ventu Chrift 
futuro, non de præterito exponere, St. Auguſt, Epil. 
197. | | 
00 Proinde tota Quæſtio, utrum Danielis Hebdoms- 
des primo Adventu Domini impletæ ſint, an Finem &. 
culi prophetaverint, an ad utrumque pertineant. Jn V. 
piſt. 199. 1 

(4) Apollinarius Laodicenus omni prxteritorum Tem 
porum liberans Quæſtione, vota extendit in futurum, 4 
ped Hieromm. in Locum Daniel. | ; 


the 


[9] 


the firſt Ages of the Church. TI have as 
much Right as another to broach a Doc- 
trine by my ſelf, a Right I ſhall never in- 
dulge my ſelf in, though it is the Faſhion 
of the Age z but ſuch Authority as is now 
mention'd for my Opinion above, is e- 


nough to keep me in Countenance, if 


there was no other. But beſides: them, I 
hope to ſhew that the Church univerſal, 
in its firſt Ages, was on my Side; and that 
even thoſe Fathers, who apply'd Daniel's 
| Veeks to Chriſt's Firſt Coming, extended 
the Myſtery of thein to his Second, when 
they look'd for their full Completion; or 
I ſhall perform nothing to Satisfaction on 
this Henk ion. 7. 
St, Auguſtin (e) to this Purpoſe ſays, that 
there were thoſe who underſtood Daniel's 
Weeks as a Prophecy of both Advents of 
Chriſt, meaning, that there was one way 
of interpreting them, as relating to his 
Firſt Coming, and another way as relating 
to his Second. Of this Opinion St. Augu- 
ſtin himſelf was, notwithſtanding what he 
nas written againſt Heſychins, as I ſhould 


think, from what he has elſewhere ſaid of 


tt _— — 


—— A. 


(e) Neque enim, qui etiam hoc ſaperent defuerunt, di- 
centes Hebdomadas Danielis tempore primi Ad ventus im- 
pletas, & inde ad Finem ſeculi totidem rurſus complen- 


das. In Epiſt. 199. Sect. 2. 


me 
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9 Cn 
the Myſtery of the Septenarian Number; 
of the grand Week of Weeks ; of the Con- 
ſummation of the World; and of Chriſt's 
future Advent. But whether St. Auguftin 
was of this Opinion or not; it is certain 
it was the general Opinion of the firſt 
Ages of the Church. I am ſure it was the 
Opinion of the famous Fathers before 
mention'd ,, for Interpreters of Daniels 
Weeks, as reſpecting Chriſt's firſt Coming, 
as I ſhall preſently prove. 'Though there 
were ſome Fathers, I may ſay many of 
them, who believed Daniel's Weeks point. 
ed to: Chriſt's ſecond Advent only; which 
Opinion aroſe from the Difficulty, I may 
ſay Impoſfibility, of applying accurately 

the Prophecy to Chriſt's ſirſt Coming; 
yet there were none, no, not of the Con- 
tenders for the Completion of the Pro- 
phecy at Chriſt's ft Advent, who did 
not extend it to his ſecond alſo ; when it 
was believed, it would receive its perfect 
Accompliſhment : All of them being of 
St. Fohn (F) of Feruſalem's Opinion, that 
the Words of the Prophet chiefly look d 
to Chriſt's ſecond Coming, though the 


. 1 
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(f) Et fic Prophetz Verba Ggnificant magis de Con- 
ſummatione Mundi, Prophetia tamen ad utrumque Ad- 
ventum eſt dicta. Jn Matt, cap. 24. „ 
Pro- 


| FF J 
Prophecy it ſelf may be interpreted of bot h 
his Advents ! 
This may ſeem a ſtrange Opinion to our 
Clergy now. a- days; but to reconcile them 
to it, I would have them conſider, that in 
the Interpretation of the Prophecies re- 
lating to the Advents of the Meſſiah, it 
was not only the (g) Caution of the Fa- 
thers nicely to/diſtinguiſh what in Prophe- 
cy related to his firſt, and what to his ſe- 
cond Coming; but it was their Opinion, 
that many, very many Prophecies, belides 
this before us, would receive their Accom- 
pliſhment in both his Advents; in his Firſt 
(b) imperfectly and more obſcurely, but in 
his Second moſt clearly and perfectly: For 
the Proof of this I need but put my Rea- 
ders in Mind of that univerſal Opinion of 
the primitive Church, that Chriſt's - #r/# 
Coming was but () Type and Figure of his 
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fg) Sapientis eſt conſiderare quæ ad primum Adven- 
tum & que ad ſecundum pertinent —— Qui Myſteriis in- 
itiati facile diſcernunt, quz-huic & illi congruentia ſunt; 
Theodoret. in Dan. c. X | 
| (5) Quod ex parte jam factum eſt, pleniflime in ſecun- 
do complebitur Adventu, Origen. in Ezekiel, Hom. Xl. 
() Et ſicut nunc adyeniens Legem implevit, eam Le- 
gem, que umbram habet futurorum, ita per illum glorio- 
um Adventum implebitur hujus Adventus Umbra. Ori- 
hen. in Matt. Peragunt Formam futuri Gefta Chriſti 
| Prefentia, St, #ilarii in Matt. Cap. xxi. Set. 3. 


C3 _ ſecond; 


Fa 
ſecond ,\ and refer them to the two Pro. 
phecies of Iſaiab and Zechary, which 
have already (e) ſpoken to, viz. of Chriſts 
Birth of a Virgin; and of his riding upon 
an Aſs to Jeruſalem ; which Prophecies, 
though they were in Part fulfill'd ſenſibly 
at Chriſt's firſt Coming, yet are to receive 
their full and rational Completion at his 
ſecond. The Caſe is exactly the ſame with 
reſpect to Daniel's Weeks, and many other 
Prophecies; which meeting with but a par- 
tial and imperfe&t Completion at Chriſt's 
firſt, will receive a full and a clear one 

at his ſecond Advent. And this lets us in. 
to the true Meaning of what the Fathers, 
as well as St. Paul, uſed to ſay often, Now 
we know but in Part, and prophecy but in 
Part; but when the Perfection of Time 
for Chriſt's ſecond Advent is come, then 
would the Church propheſy to Perfection, 
and meet with a full Accompliſhment, and 
clear Manifeſtation of thoſe Prophecies 
which they had now but a glimmering 
Light, and an imperfe& Viſion of. 
According to this Opinion of the pri 
mitive and univerſal Church, we are to 
infer, that if ſome of the Fathers did hear- 
tily contend for the Completion of Daniel 
Prophecy before us at the firſt coming of 
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Chriſt, it was but to work a Converfion of 
the Jews in their Times, upon whom this 
Prophecy mult neceſſarily have Influence, 
becauſe of the mention of their Meſſiah in 


it, if with any tolerable Exactneſs of Com- 


putation and Interpretation they could but 
apply it to our Zeſus: But for all that, 
the clear Completion and Underſtanding 
of Daniel's Weeks, and the other Parts of 
the Prophecy, was reſerv'd for Chriſt's ſe- 


cond Coming. And even thoſe Fathers who 


ſtrove hard to ſhow the Completion of this 
Prophecy at Chriſt's fr/# Coming, found 


themſelves perplex'd with Difficulties in In- 


terpretation, that were not to be ſolved 
but at his ſecond; and moreover own'd, 
that there were ſome Particulars in the Pro- 
phecy that ſolely referr'd to, and were not 
to be accounted for before that Time; as 
will appear from what follows. 
Origen, though a famous Allegoriſt, and 


conſequently a renown'd Interpreter. of 


prophetical Scripture, was himſelf for ſhew- 
ing the Completion of this Prophecy of 


| Daniel at Chriſt's firſt Advent, as St. Je- 
| rome (I) ſays. And though his Stromata, 


in which he endeavour'd to do it, are un- 
happily loſt, yet I doubt not but he per- 
form'd admirably well to this Purpoſe; and 
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his 


(2) In Locum Daniel. 
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his Work, if it had; been now extant; 


would have given great Light to our mo- 


dern Interpreters of this Prophecy. But 
for all that, Origen was unqueſt ionably a 
Believer of the myſtical Extenſiveneſs of 
Daniels Weeks, and the whole Prophecy 
before us, to Chriſt's ſecond Coming, as 
may appear from his Commentaries on St. 
Matthew; where, though he refers to6\this 


Prophecy of Daniel, and underſtands! it of 


Chriſt's yt Advent, yet he preſentl 
comes over us again, and ſays, that ſuch 
an Application (ui) of the Prophecy he 
made for the Sake of thoſe (whether 
Zews. or Chriſtians) who might be affected 
with it; but for others, who are for My- 
ſtery, and the Sublimity of Scripture, 
there was another and more ſpiritual In- 
terpretation to be made of it, with re- 
ſpect to Chriſt's ſecond: Coming: And 
then begins with the Abomination of Deſo- 
lation, ſpoken of in this Prophecy, which 
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() Hzc prævenientes diximus, non adjicientes, in hoc 
Loco aliam Expoſitionem niſi eam que ſecundum Tex- 
tum eit, propter eos, qui traditione ſimplici deleQan- 
tur, ut que videntur eis utilia diceremus. — Si au- 
tem propter eos oportet, qui volunt & poſſunt aſcendere 
Verbo ad altiora, replicemus ab Initio propoſita Evange- 
Iii Verba, & ſecundum quod poſſi mus, exponemus eadem 
Iterum ſpiritaliter. In Matt. Cap, xxiv. 


though 


Beat, „„ a 


E 

though he would have the .Zews to think 
to be the Roman Emperor (n) with his Ar- 
my about Feruſalem; yet he declares after- 
wards, that Anti-chrift (o) is the true Abo- 
yination of Deſolation, ſpoken of by Da- 
niel, of which too he gives us good No- 
| tions, that will be found Orthodox. From 
| which Inſtance alone it is manifeſt, that 
0rigen was more intent on another and 
more extenſive Interpretation of Daniel's 
Prophecy, than was the Completion of it 
at Chriſt's fit Coming; or it was abſurd 
in him to give this Senſe of the Abomina- 
tion of Deſolation, which he underſtands 
of Anti- chriſt. And if the Place of St. 
| Matthew here before Origen, | had carry'd 
him farther into the Interpretation of Da- 
nies Prophecy before us, as it relates to 
Chriſt's future Advent, I don't doubt but 
he would have made charming Work or't: ? 
But beſides this, there are many other Paſ- 

ages in Origen's Writings, that ſhall be 
hereafter occaſionally urg'd, from which 
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() Diximus flare quidem in Loco ſanto Abominatio- 
dem Deſolationis Principem eſſe qui Hieruſalem circum- 
dedit Exercitu, 1bid. 8 5 

(% Locus igitur ſanctus intelligibilis eſt omnis dictio 
Scripturæ divinæ. In hoc Loco ſancto omnium Scriptura- 
rum tam veteris Teſtamenti quam Novi Anti- chriſtus, 9 
| quod eſt falſum verbum, ſtet & ipſe eſt Abominatio 
Deſolationis. bid, | re | 
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it will be certainly inferr'd, that he thouglit 
the Prophecy before us reach'd to Chriſt; 
| ſecond Coming, and could not have its 
Completion and clear Illuſtration before 
Fulius Africanus was another of the pri. 
mitive Interpreters above-mention'd' of Da. 
niel's Weeks, who endeavour'd, for the 
fake of the Fews, to ſhew the Completi. 
on of that Prophecy at Chriſt's fr# Com. 
ing; but he met with inſuperable Diff. 
culties in his Application of it, which, for 
fuller Light and Completion, he was foro 
to adjourn to his ſecond ; as appears from 
what is recorded of him by (þ) Apolli 
narius Laodicenus, who, becauſe of ſuch 
Difficulties, did entertain the Opinion # 
bove- mention'd of him, viz. That Dani 
els Weeks, and this Prophecy, related to 
Chriſt's ſecond Advent only. 
Hippolitus was a Third, as afore-men- 
tion'd, Interpreter of this Prophecy of 
Daniel, with reſpe& to Chriſt's fit Ad. 
vent; but it is plain from what St. Jerome 
reports of him, that he deferr'd the clear 
Completion of it to Chriſt's Second, or he 
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(D) Aſſerit idem Apollinarius banc fe capere Conjefu 
ram, quia Africanus ultimam Hebdomadam in fine Mun- 
di efle teſtatur. Apud Hierenym. in Loc. Dan. 


would 


3 


would not have ſpecified in ſo many (4) 


Particulars, that would, and could only 


receive their Accompliſhment at that 
Time. 14 5655 
And thus have I ſpoken to Three of the 
foreſaid Fathers of the Church, profeſsd 
Expoſitors of Daniel's Weeks, which they 


endeavour'd to explain of Chriſt's Firſt 


Advent; but for all that, did expect and 
believe, that the full Completion of them 
would not happen till his Second. The 
ſame I can prove of Fertullian, Euſabius, 
and Theodoret, if there was Occaſion for 
it. For I believe there was not one of the 
primitive Fathers of the Church, who con- 
tined the Completion of Daniel's Weeks, 
as our modern Divines do, to Chriſt's jrſt 
Coming. Some there were, I may ſay 
many, like Apollinarius Laodicenus, and 
Heſychius Solonitanus; who underſtood 
them of Chriſt's ſecond Advent only; and 
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(4) Noviſſimam quoque Hebdomadam ponit in Con- 
ſummatione Mundi, quam dividit in Eliæ tempora & 
Anti- chriſti, ut tribus & ſemis: Annis ultimæ Hebdoma- 
dis Dei Notitia confirmetur, de qua dictum eſt, confirma* 
bit Paſtum multis Hebdomada una, & tribus aliis annis ſub 
Anti-chrifto deficiet Hoſtia & Sacraficium. __ Adveniente 
autem Chriſto & Iniquum (Anti- chriſtum) ſpiritu Oris 
{ui interficiente, uſque ad Conſummationem & finem per- 


ſeyeret De ſolatio. Apud Hieronym, in Los. Daniel. 


„ the 


— 


FE, 


the Reſt-of the Church in general, did of | 


both his Advents, but apply'd as well as 
they could, and as much as they could of 


the Prophecy, for the Convidion of the 


Fews, to his firſ# Coming. Whereupon 
modern Interpreters, by the by, may re- 
flect, how much they are departed from 
the Doctrine of the primitive Church, a. 
bout this Prophecy of Daniel, and are no 
leſs perplex d and unſucceſsful, than were 
the Fathers, in their Chronological Com- 
putations, and other Explications of it. 


St. Irenæus, who ought to be of great | 
Authority about Prophecy, becauſe he 


convers'd with thoſe who convers'd with 
St. John, and receiv'd from them his Apo- 
calyptical Interpretations, has written no- 


thing profeſſedly on Daniel's Weeks, ſo we 


can't tell certainly what was his Opinion; 
as whether they reſpected both Chritts 
Advents, or only his Second; but it is cer- 


tain he was of Opinion that they extend- 


ed to his ſecond Coming, if at all to be 
underſtood of his Firſt, or he would never 
have given the Name of Abomination of 
Deſolation to Anti- chriſt, nor have ſaid 
that the (7) half Week of this Prophecy, 


(r) Deinde Tempus Tyrannidis Anti-chriſti ſignifcat, 
quo tempore fugabuntur ſancti, qui purum ſacrificium ol 
ferunt Domino; nam in Dimidio Hebdomadz tolletur ſa- 
crifcium. Lib, V. Cap. 29. : 

in 
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in which the Sacrifice and Oblation is to 
ceaſe, was the ſame with the Forty and 
two Months (which are half a Week of 
Years) of the Reign of the Apocalyptical 

Beaſt, or Anti- ohrimt. 5 © $27 064k 
| But the greateſt Authority of all for ex- 
tending Daniel's Weeks, and this Prophe- 
| cy, to Chriſt's ſecond Advent, is that of 
St. Barnahas, as | could ſhew, if it would 
not be too tedious to urge and argue it. 
Whoever peruſes his Epiſtle carefully, will 
find ſome Paſſages in it looking this way. 
And if I ſtand ever in need of his Autho- 
rity, I will ſo manage thoſe Paſſages, as to 
make him ſpeak plam enough for me. In 
the mean time, I humbly. conceive, that 
the Authorities I have already produced, 
are ſufficient to ſhew what was the Opini- 
on of the primitive Church about Daniel's 
Weeks, and how ſhe apprehended them to 
extend to Chriſt's ſecond Advent, when 
| the Prophecy before us would receive its 
Accompliſhment. | 

It may be expected now, that I enter 
upon the myſtical Computation of Daniel's 
Weeks, as they relate to Chriſt's ſecond 
Coming, and alſo upon the Explication of 
the ſeveral Parts and Branches of the Pro- 
phecy, as how they will then be fulfill'd 
by him : Which I could do upon the am- 
ple Teſtimonies of the Fathers; but this 
D 2 would 
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== 
would require much Time, and carry me 
too far to ſpeak of Things that at preſent 
are better let alone. However, I will 


venture to fay, that the Computation of 


DaniePs Weeks, as they relate to Chriſt's 
ſecond Coming, will be ſo eaſy, and the 
Computation of them then ſo viſible, that, 
when the Myftery is unfolded, it will be 
aſtoniſhing, and every ordinary Man will 
be ready to ſay, Who would have thought 
it, that our Clerg y ſhould have fo troubled 
their Brains, and confounded their Under- 
ſtandings, againſt Reaſon and Authority, 
about what's now ſo plain and obvious to 
the Capacity and Apprehenſion of a mean 
Man ? e a | 

. However, although I ſhall not now ſo 
much as hint at the Way of Computation 
of Daniel's Weeks, much leſs nicely dif 
cuſs all the Particulars of the Prophecy be- 
fore us; yet I will touch upon ſome of 
them ſo far, as ſhall be to the Satisfaction 
of the Reader, that the whole Prophecy 
looks to, and will meet with its Accom- 
pliſhment, only under Chriſt's ſecond Ad- 
vent, And, 

Firit, It may be obſerved, that if the 
Abomination of Deſolation ſpoken of by 
Daniel, in this Prophecy n be 
| nit- 


„ 
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Anti-chriff, then the whole muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity have Reſpect to Chriſt's ſecond Ad- 
yent, when the Lord, as St. Faul ſays, is 
to ſmite that argu, Ad verſary to the Law, 
with the Spirit of the Prophecy of it; or 
the mention of Anti- chriſt, under the Name 


of Abomination, in this Prophecy, was al- 


together impertinent, and unaccountable. 


| It was accordingly the Opinion of the 


primitive and univerſal Church for many 
Ages, that this Abomination. of Deſolation 
was Anti-chriff, Citations out of the Fa- 
thers to prove this, are too many to be ea- 
fily collected; and I will not ſuppoſe the 
Clergy ſo ignorant, as to want the Sight of 
them. Again, it was the no leſs conſtant 
Opinion of the Fathers, that the Apoca- 
lyptical Beaſt was Anti- chriſt, and conſe- 


quently the Abomination too; from whence 
we are to argue, that as Daniel ſays that 


Anti- chriſt, whom he calls the Ahominati- 
on, is to abide for half a Week (which 
may be call'd Forty and two Months) 


even eos Tis ovVIehads ralegls until the Con- 
| ſummation of Lime, which is the noted 
Time of Chriſt's ſecond Advent; fo St. 


John ſays, that Anii-chriſk, whom he 
calls the Beaſt, is to reign Forty and two 
Months, which 1s half a Week too, at the 


| Expiration of which, it was held by the 


Pri- 


„ | 
Primitive (s) Chriſtians, that the Lord 
would come again to ſmite Anti-chrift, 
The Harmony between Daniel and St, 
John, upon the Opinion of the Fathers, is 
thus ſurprizing; and I ſhall now only add 
to it, that as Dauzel calls Anti-chriſt the 
Abomination, ms enwes, Or nar; Of De- 


ſolation, or of the Wilderneſs; ſo the 


Reign of the Apocalyptical Beaſt, according 
to St. John, is during the Time of the Wo- 
man, (t) or the Church in the Wildernek, 
And the Fathers not only explain to us 
how the Wilderneſs State of the Church is 
a State () of Deſolation, but aſſure us 
that nothing 1s, or can be in Scripture 
properly an Abomination, but a falſe God 
and Anti- chriſt. 5 

The Authorities to be produced here 
out of the Fathers, are almoſt infinite, and 
a large Diſſertation might be wrote on this 
Argument, which I have, though brief) 
yet intelligibly laid down, and ſubmit it to 


— 
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(s) Anti- chriſtus a Annis tribus & Menſibus fex, 
tum veniet Dominus de cælis. Jrenei. Lib. V. cap. 30» 
(1) Sub Anti- chriſto non tres Anni, ſed tres & femis, 
hoc eſt mille ducenti & nonaginta Dies Deſolationis Ec: 

cleſiæ. Hieron. in Daniel, Cap. xiii, | 
(u) Tempus ſolitudinis Eceleſiæ eſt tempus Anti-chri: 
ti, — Et ſolitudo dicitur quia eſt deſolata Veritatis 
Johan. Hieroſ. in Mats. Cap. XX1V, F | 5 
the 


ta]. 


the Conſideration: of the Reader, whether 


there is not Force in it. 

know modern Interpreters of the Pro- 
phecy before us, have other Notions, ſome 
of one Kind, and ſome of another, of the 
Abomination of Deſolation, and of the 
half Week it 1s to ſtand in the boly Place; 


| which they have deviſed of their own 


Heads, for the ſake of a Completion of 
the Prophecy at Chriſt's firſt Advent. 1 
ſhall not now recount their various Noti- 
ons in this Caſe, nor ſhew the Impropriety 
of the Expreſſion or Name of Abomi na- 
tion of Deſolation, to the Things they 


would ſeverally apply it to. But this J 
| lay, that if the Fathers of the Church, 


who were unanimous and harmonious in 
the Caſe, are right in their Opinions a- 
bove, about the Abomination,. the Anti- 
cbriſt and Beaſt, and about the Synchro- 
niſm of St. John and Daniel, at the end 
of which Chriſt was to come again; then 
the whole Prophecy before us extends to 
Chriſt's ſecond Advent; and I don't be- 
lieve that any one can deny the Conſe- 
quence. 5 

At the ſecond Coming of Chriſt, ſay 
the Fathers (according to the Words of 
Daniel „ ouVſehua, on em mw egnwwor ) an 


| End will be put to the State of Deſo- 


lation, or of the Wilderneſs State of the 
5 e Church, 


RE 3 
Church, which will be then redeem'd and 
deliver'd again out of her preſent deſolar; 
and bewilder'd Condition, in which ſhe 
has been long (for Half a Week, or For 
two Mauthe; or Time, Times, and half 
Time) in the Worſhip of the Abomination 

of a God, of a Beaſt, and of a falſe Chriſ, 
detain'd and wandred about in Error. If 
all this be not awakening, F will hereafter 
prove at large, that nothing elſe could 
poſſibly be the Abomination of Deſolation 
fpoken of by Daniel, but the Apocalypti- 
cal Beaſt, or Anti- chriſt; which will be 
like Demonſtration, that the whole Pro 
phecy before us looks to Chriſt's ſecond 
Coming, for Accompliſhment and IIIuſtr 
E 15M, 
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- Secondly, As Daniel ſays that the Abomi- 
nation of Deſolation (or Anti-cbriſt, in the 
Opinion of the Fathers) ſhall = = «en 
ſtand upon the holy Place for half a Week; 
ſo he ſays, that the Sacrifice and 'Oblation 
ſball ceaſe for that Time too; which Cealing 
of Sacrifices and Oblations, the (v) rm 

apply 
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(x) Deinde Tempus Tyrannidis.. Aniti-chriſti ſignif- 
cat, in quo tempore fugabuntur ſancti, qui purum fu 
crificjum offerunt Domino; nam in Dimidio Hebdo- 
madz tolletur facrificium & Libatio. S. Jrenæ. Lib. V. 


cap. 25. Hebdomadæ dimidium, hoc eſt, tres Anno 
| 5 | cum 


L 25 ] 


d apply alſo to the Time of the Reign of 
* the Apocalyptical Beaſt or Anti-chriſt;, and 
; give us good Intimations to underſtand 
f how Sacrifices and Oblations of Oxen and 
7 Wl Sheep have ceas'd during his Reign. What 
0 is hereby meant, I ſhall not now at large 
prove by their Authorities; but only ſay, 
that, in the Opinion of the Fathers, he 
F who ſpiritually fo interprets the Law and 


the Prophets, as to diſcern the Providence 
of God through the Spirit of Prophecy 
that is in them, does Sacrifice, Divine, and 
offer the Oblations of Beaſts, which has 
not been done of a long Time ; no, not 
for about half a Week; Times, Time, and a 
half Time; or Forty and two Months, or 
the Time of the Woman of the Church's 
being in the WHderneſs of Deſolation ;, nor 
will be again till the Divine Logos of the 
Law and Prophets, or Chriſt, ſpiritually 
come to reſtore Propheſying and Sacri- 
icing, by directing and aſſiſting us in the 
| Interpretation of Oracles, which literally 
are as ſo many Bulls and Rams for a Sa- 
critice, Whether I am here underftood 
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eum dimidio regnabit Anti- chriſtus. Hippolit. de Con- 
ſummat. Mund. Item in Dimidio Hebdomadis, hoc eſt 
tribus Annis & ſex Menſibus ſacrificium Chriſtianoram 
elt tollendum ab Anti- chriſto. Fohan. Hieroſol. in Matt. 
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by this ſhort Hint, what is meant by the 
ceaſing of Sacrifices and Oblations for the 
half Week of the ſtanding of the Aboni. 
nation of Deſolation in the holy Place, 
know not, nor ſhall ſtay farther to explain 
it. But thoſe who know what I have elfe. 
where ſaid, upon the Authority of the Fx 
thers, about Anti-chriſt, the Apocalypti- 
cal Beaſt, and the ſacrificing of him, and 
the intellectual feaſting upon him, muſt 
be appriz d of my Meaning; and conſei 
ous that Sacrifices, Oblations, and Prophe— 
ſyings, have of a long Time paſt, ceasd. 
And in the Opinion of both antient Jeu. 
and Fathers, are not to be reſtored; but 
upon the coming of the Meſſiaß, the Son 
of David, or upon the ſpiritual Advent of 
Chriſt Feſus. If I am not apprehended 
(as it's hardly to be imagin'd that I ſhould 
not) by my Readers, I will upon another 
Occaſion enlarge upon this Head; and 
then not only clearly prove that this half 
IV eek of the ceaſing of Sacriſices, mult be 
underſtood of the Time of Anti-chriſt's 
Reign, in which no ſpiritual} Sacrifice 
have been made; but alſo, of Conſe— 
quence, that the whole Prophecy before 
X extends to Chriſt's ſecond Advent. 
Zzut, fk 7 dint A 
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Thirdly, For a Proof, that Daniel's 
Mees extend to Chriſt's ſecond Advent, 
and that the whole Prophecy before us will 
then receive its Completion; let us confi- 
der .hat the Fathers. ſay of the Myſterx 
and Perfection of the Septenarian and De- 
cimarian Numbers, and whar various 
Sorts of Years and of Weeks they made; 
and what they fay of the myſtical Meaning 


of the Jereiſb Sibbath, the grand Sabbath 
of Sabbaths; of the Remembrance we ought. 


before-hand to have of it, and of the way 
of its Sanctification. And what they ſay 
of God's Creation of all Things in Sr 
Days, againſt the Sabbath, and how the 
Creation of the natural and material World 
in a Week of Days, was but typical of 
God's ſpiritual and intellectual Creation 
azainſt the grand Sabbath; in a Week of 
S2v2n thouſand Years, otherwiſe call'd the 


Week of Seventy and jaſtly, wwhar they 


ſiy of the hn ſummation of the World, and 


| the Time of Chriſt's ſecond Advent. All 


which rightly and fully conſider'd, will 
give us more than ſufficient Light for the 
Underſtanding what is the Meaning and 
Extent of Daniel's Seventy Weeks, Seven 
/eeks, and other his Meaſures of Time in 
this Prophecy; and how the ſecond Com- 
ing of Chrift muſt of Neceflity be the Pe- 
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riod pointed at, Wiſe and learned Men 
who are at all converſant in the F athers, 
muſt be appriz'd of what a large Field of 
Diſcourſe here opens to me, enough to 
exhauſt my preſent Time and Pains, for 
whoſe Satisfaction I need not at all tra- 
verſe it; but becauſe the Subject is a No. 


vel to this Age of the World, and becauſe 
the far greateſt Part of our Clergy are 


Strangers to it, and becauſe it is not at 
preſent without Caution and Warineſs to 
be treated on, I will only venture to lay 

fore my Readers a ſmall Collection of 
antient Teſtimonies to this Purpoſe ; and 


then appeal ta the learned and judicious 


amongſt them, whether I can't reaſonably 
argue from them, that Danzel really had 
another and more extenſive Meaning in 
his Weeks, than our modern Divines dream 
of, Accordingly let them take the follow: 
ing Collection, which, without any part 
phraſtical Tranſlation, I defire them ſeri- 
oully to peruſe and chew upon. 


Septenarius & denarius Numerus eſt Per. 
ſectus. Prima ſ. in Apocol. cap. xi. 
Ter) S- 4 woritwTa]os aeipor det TW H 
N TW OVFOUY 05. Gregor. Nazians. Orat. 4% | 
Frequenter & familiariter admodum hic 


ſanctus ſeptinarium aſſumit, ut qui præſen- 


tis ſæculi Symbolum præ ſe ferat & ad Sab. 
batiſmum, 
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bitiſmum, ſanctorumque requiem tentat. 


Andreæ Caſarienſ. in Apoc. cap. viii. In 
diebus vocis ſeptimi Angeli conſummabitur 
 Myterium: Dei, per hec ſignificari arbitror 


poſt abſolutam ſex ſeculorum Periodum, 


in diebus ſeptimi ſeculi ea omnia, quæ per 


ſanctos Prophetas dicta ſunt, tum demum 
certo eventura· Ejuſdem, in Apoc. cap. 
Et fit numerus ſeptuaginta ſeptem, quo 
ſignificatur futura omnium prorſus Remiſ- 
ſio & Abfolitio Peccatorum quam ipſe Do- 
minus per hujus Numeri myſterium evi- 
denter expreſſit. St. Auguſt. de Conſenſ. 


Evang. Lib. II. Sect. 12. 


Septemplicatus ſeptuagies ſepties ſepti- 
mus numerus, quid afferre poſſit Chriſtia- 
nus Lector advertat. Tunc vera ceſſabit 
crediti contractus, abolebitur neceſſitas 
peccandi, & Petri Chryſolog. in Serm. 
139. „ 3 

Moris eſt Divinæ Scripturę univerſum 
præſentis ſæculi ſpatium Hebdomadæ com- 
parare & finis Hebdomadz eſt Sabbatum. 
Cyril. Alex. de Adorat. Lib. VIII. 

Advertite Filli, quid dicat, conſumma- 
vit in ſex Diebus, id eſt, omnia conſum- 
mabit Deus Dominus in ſex millibus Anno- 
rum. Et Hebdomada completa, ædifi- 
cabitur magnifice (ſpirituale) Templum 
Dei. St, Barnab. in Epiff. cap. 15 & 16. 
| en Quot- 


my — — 8 = l 
3 4 — 5h, og; . 5, 4 — = — ==: — * R 
— — > Feeder — ⁰—rDm—— weed JE own ates oct deny Wag ir Pr dd. ow — — FIR = 
; | ——— — 
cpm — 1 * 2 . _ a 
Pb 92 * —— . 2e 2 — 
/ . 
. 


[ 30 ] 
Quotquot Diebus hic factus eſt Mundus 
tot & millenis Annis conſummabitur == 
Et conſummavit Deus die ſexto omnia ope- 


ra ſua quæ facit, hoc autem eſt & 


antefactorum Narratio, quemadmodum facta 


ſunt, & futurorum Prophetia, etenim Dies 
Domini ; quaſi mille Anni In ſex autem 
Piebos conſummata ſunt | que facta funt, 
manifeſtum eſt, quoniam Conſummatio!i ip: 
forum-ſextus milleſſimus _ eſt. St. 


Treneus, Lib. V. cap. 28. 


Anti- chriſtus regnat per tres Annes & 
dimidium, & tune veniet Dominus. ji 


dem, Lib. V. cap. 25. 


In Vifionibus Danielis, cap. ix. diverk 
Numeri quantitate hoc Tempus fignificari 
novimus——— ut- Dies ſecundi Adventus 
Chriſtt non divulgaretur humanæ Notitiæ 
& opulentia divini ſermonis diverſaque Re- 
latio poſſit exercere devotos. AI in 


Ahoc. cap. XIII. 


Poſt ſexenni Tempus ſub Lege mémo- 


rati nova Renovatio & Reformatio prz- 


nunciatur. St. Hilarii in Pf. 119. 
Poſt ſex Dies Gloriæ Dominicæ habitus 


oſtenditur, ſex millium ſcilicet Annorum 


Temporibus evolutis, Regni cæleſtis Ho- 
nor præfiguratur, tribuſque aſſumptis, fu - 
turi Populi Electio oſtenditur. Hllarii i in 
Matt. cab. XVI ver. i. 


Sic 


L 3 

Sic Dominus a > Famulis conſpi- 
cietur poſt ſex Ætates, quemadmodum in 
monte Tabor ab Apoſtolis conſpectus. Di- 
onyſii Alex. ap“ Damaſ. de Transfigur. 

Poſt ſeptuaginta Annos ſecundum Fere- 
miam reditur ex Captivitate & Templum 
renovatur. Quis fidelis Chriſti non intel- 
lizat poſt evoluta Tempora, quæ ſeptenarii 
Dierum numeri Repetitione tranſcurrunt, 
etiam nobis, 1d eſt, Eccleſiæ ad cæleſtem 
Hieruſalem ex hujus ſeculi Perigrinatione 
redeundum. ” St. Auguit, cout. ae 
Lib. XII. cap. 36. 3 

Hæc autem feptimana, quæ propter ſep- 
tem Decadas Annorum dicitur Septimana 
Danielis. Origen. in Matt. ben iv. 
Tract. 29. 65 

Tum etiam ee Pactum multis 

Hebdomada una, & c. quæ omnia in Eliz 
Perſona prophetice cognoſcuntur quondam 
fuiſſe præmiſſa. Primaſe, in Apoc. cap. xi. 

Dies Annorum ſunt ſeptuaginta z ſunt 
qui hunc Locum allegorice interpretantes 
ad Sabbati Myſterium, referunt. Hieronyn. 
11 Ehiſt. ad Cyprian. 

Sterilis peperit ſeptem, hic totum quod 
prophetatur eluxit agnoſcentibus, ſeptena- 
rium Numerum, quo eſt univerſa Eccleſiæ 
ſignificata Perfectio, propter quod Johan- 
nes ſcribit. Sed quare ſeptimo Diet Re- 


quis tribuitur dlligentius conſiderandum 
arbi- 


T $9.1 
arbitror. Video enim per totam ſcriptu- 
ram ſex quaſdam Atates operoſas, quaſi 
certis Limitibus diſtinctas, ut in ſeptima 
ſperetur Requies. Et eaſdem ſex etates 
habere fimilitudinem ſex Dierum Creatio- 
nis. St. Auguſt, de Curt. Dei. L. XVI. 


Loeis conjicere Tins 
veros eſſe qui dicunt ſè mille Annorum 
eſſe præſentis Mundi ftapus Tempora: 
Cum nonnunquam, extremis hiſce Diehu 
locutus eſt nobis per Filium, quandoque, in 
quos Termini ætatum inciderunt, aliquands, 
ubi venit Plenitudo Temporis, omnia enim 
dicta iſta in ſexto prolata ſunt millenario 
Annorum Ordine. Juftin. mas in Lie 
tion. ad Orthodox. 71. 

Quod quamdiu vera Pax veniat, & Sab- 
batiſmus & ſeptem Decadarum Numerus 
id eſt Annus ſeptuageſiimus impleatur, nec 
Jeruſalem, quæ interpretatur Viſio Pacis & 
eft Eccleſia, plenam recipiat Libertatem. 
„ r in Jachar. _ 1. 

Sciunt igitur Philoſophi, qui ab exopdis 
Mundi ſeculorum millia enumerant, non- 
dum ſextum milleſſimum Annum eſſe con- 
cluſum, quo numero expleto, Confumma- 
tionem fiert neceſſe eſt, & humanarum 
Rerum ſtatum in melius Reformari Ergo 
quoniam ſex Diebus cuncta Dei opera per- 


fecta ſunt; per ſecula ſex, id eſt, ſex millia 
Annorum 
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Annorum hoc ſtatu mundum effe neceſſe 
ot, At ut Deus ſex illos Dies in tan- 
tis Rebus fabricandis laboravit ; ita & Reli- 
gio, & ejus Veritas in his ſex millibus An- 
norum laboret, neceſſe eſt, malitia domi 
nante & prævalente. Et rurſus quoniam 
perfectis Operibus requievit die ſeptimo, 


eumque benedixit, neceſſe eſt ut in fine 
ſexti milleſſimi Anni Malitia omnis abolea- 


tur 6 Terra, & regnet Juſtitia; ſitqʒ Tran- 
quillitas & Requies à Laboribus, quos 


Mundus jamdiu perpeſſus eſt . Eodem 


modo etiam terreni Hominis Figuratio cæ- 
leſtis Populi præferebat in poſterum fictio- 
nem: Nam ſicut perfectis omnibus, que 
in uſum hominis molitus eſt Deus, ipſum 


Hominem ſexto die ultimum fecit, eum- 
que induxit in hunc Mundum, tanquam in 


Domum diligenter inſtructam; ata ſexto 
die verus homo Verbo Dei fingitur, id eſt; 
ſanctus Populus Doctrinis & præceptis Det 
ad juſtitiam figuratur. Et ſicut tune mor- 
talis atque imperfectus è terra fictus eſt, ut 
mille Annis in hoc Mundo viveret; ita & 
nunc ex hoc terreſtri ſeculo perfectus ho- 
mo fingitur, & viviticatus'a Deo in hoc 
eodem mundo per Annos mille dominetur. 


Lactant. Inffit. Lib. VII. cap. 14. 


Ego arbitror ex hoc Loco & ex Epiſtola 
quæ nomine Petri inſcribitur mille Annos 
pro una die ſolitos appellari, ut ſcilicet 

quia 
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quia Mundus in ſex Diebus fabricatus, ſex 
millibus tantum Annorum credatur-{ubf. 
ſtere ; & poſtea venire ſeptenarium Nume- 
rum in quo verus exercetur Sabbatiſmyg, 
Hieronym. in Epiſt. ad Cyprian. in Pſal, 
— & Perfectionem Tem- 
porum trium Annorum & ſex Menſium qui 
digi ſunt Dies 1260, & Menſes faciun 
42, non tantum Johannes, quantum & 
Daniel Propheta commendat. Fro ſp. Aqui- 
tan. Dimid. Temp. Cap. 13. 
Cum autem Hebdoinade 62 evolute 
ſunt, tunc ab Elia qui venturus eſt juxt 
ſermonem Domini, ur reſtituat Cor Patrun 
ad Filios, Oc. Apollinar. Laodicen. apud 
Hieronym. in Loc. Daniel. K 


What can the Reader think of this ſhort 


and imperfe& Collection of Teſtimonies, 
ſbort and imperfect, J ſay, in Compariſon 


of what may be made to this Purpoſe? 
What can he conclude from them leſs, than 
that Daniel's Weeks extend to Chriſt's ſe 
cond Advent; who, if he ſhould come # 
bout the Time ſpecified and talk'd of + 
mong the Fathers, would not only clearly 
illuſtrate. the Myſtery of Daniel's Num- 
bers, but make a ſurprizing Completion of 
the whole Prophecy. The Reaſon wa 
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have not tranſlated and made Remarks on 


all, or any of theſe Teſtimonies above, 
was not ſo much to fave my own Pains 
and Time, as in Compaſſion to the Clergy; 
for if I had paraphraſtically tranſlated 


them, made ſome Annotations upon them, 


and ſignified clearly the Senſe of each Au- 


4 thor and Citation, even the unlearned 


would have gone near to have ſeen thro? 
the Myſtery ; and with ſome Indignation 
and Contempt, thought of our eminent 


| Divines for Labourers in vain, to find the 


Four hundred and ninety Years, with 
their Beginning and End, in Daniels Se- 


| venty Weeks, as relating to Chriſt's firſt 
| Advent. 


But becauſe there are, among the Teſti- 
monies above, ſome that hint at the Time 
of Chriſt's ſecond Advent, and of the End 
and Conſummation of the World, which 


| ſome Clergy-men ignorantly or maliciouſly 


may report, to the Prejudice and Difad- 
vantage of the Fathers, more than of my 
ſelf; I think fit here to ſubjoin, that upon 
another Occaſion, I will do what will ſet 
Men's Heads at the eaſy Computation of 


| all Daniel's myſtical Numbers; that is, I 


will treat of the Nature and Manner of 
Carif's ſecond Coming, upon rational 


| Grounds, and primitive Authority, ſo as 
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to make it the (% Deſire. of all Nations, 
and the (x) Delight of Mankind, excepting 


of Hireling Priefts, and Miniiters of | Anti 


chriſt, who in their modern Theological 


Syſtems, and daily out of their Pulpits, tell 


phe People horrible, nonſenſical, ground. 
els, and incredible Lies and Tales of it, 


In the mean time I take Leave to declare, 


that there never will be ſuch an End; Con- 
cluſion, Deſtruction, and Conflagration of 
the World, and final Period of Time, as 
our Preachers often buz into the Ears of 
their Auditories, to the Terror and Aſto- 
niſhment of the Simple, who are no wiler 
ien een, 24 - © 4408 ws 
The Diſciples of our Lord ſay to him, 
Matth. xxiv. ver 3. What ſball be the. Sigi 
f thy Coming, and of the End of the 
World? On which Text modern Divine, 
as if they were really altogether ignorant 
of the Greek Tongue, ſuppoſe that the f- 
nal Deſtruction of the material World 
would come to paſs at Chriſt's ſecond Ad- 
vent. But the true Meaning of the Dil. 
eiples Queſtion is no other than this; 
When will be the Perfection of Ages for 
thy Coming, Preſence, and Appearance 


— 
” 


(w) Haggai ii. ver. 7. : 
(K) Malachi iii. ver. I, „ 
with 
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with us? Or, How ſhall we know that the 
intellectual World is at Perfection and 
Conſummation, and the finiſhing Stroke 
ven to it, in order to the Maniteſtation 
of thy ſelf to the intellectual Eyes of Man- 
kind, who in thee, and through thee, 
will contemplate the Beauty of Provi- 
dence, and thy Power and Wiſdom in the 
Make and Frame of all Things in it? This 
is certainly the Import of the Queſtion of 
the Diſciples to our Lord, and it is the 
greateſt Abſurdity imaginable to under- 
ſtand ovlendas au alafes, any otherwiſe than 
of the Perfection and Conſummation of 
the World, as When the laſt Hand and 
finiſhing Stroke is put to a curious and 
magnificent Structure. We may as well 
ſay, that a. Builder of an Houſe for his 
own Uſe, intends as ſoon as he has finiſh'd 
it, to ſet it on Fire, as that God, e wſeaue 
7w #070v, At-.the.. Conſummation of the 
World will deſtroy it. It is certain that 
(3) Origen, (S St. Hilary, and other Fa- 
e J Abagtd wall thers, 
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00) Sicut omnis Artis eſt aliquis finis, verbi gratia, 
Domus ſtru&ionis finis eſt, Oc. tic totius mundi tinis eſt 
propter quem geruntur omnia. In Pf. 38. Per finem 
ſeculorum intellige Perfectionem Rerum. In Cant. 
Huom. 2. EE | 

(z) Per finem autem, non velut quendam Rerum Oc- 
calum, ſed decurrentium modum, Conſummationemque 


ſignificat, 
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thers, not only underſtand the Queſtion 
of the Diſciples before us, as I do, but (a) 
they alſo, and the (5) antient Fews and 
Philoſophers of the Gentiles, are againſt all 
Thoughts of the Ruin, Deſtruction, Abo- 
lition, or Conflagration of the natural and 
material World : Neither is there one Text 
of Scripture, that I know of, which, fan 
ly interpreted, favours the modern and 
contrary Opinion. The Apoſtles ſpeak in- 
deed of the Diſſolution of all Things, and 
of the Deitruftion of the World by Fire; 
but they here, like Philoſophers, mean 
only the moral and intelleQual World; 
and that Effect which the Stone hewn out 
of the Mountains, or Fire of Divine Lo. 


gos, will have upon all Ages of it. And 


they talk too of a new Heaven, and a new 
Earth, as if theſe old material ones were 
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fignificat, neque ut in Abolitionem deſinatur, ſed ut in 
quendam manendi Terminum ea de quibus agitur, coll 
centur. Quis ergo hic Mundi finis? idem qui rerum om- 
nium abſoluta Perfectio. In Pſ. 9, Sect. 4. 

(a) Non enim ſubſtantia neque materia Conditionis ex. 
terminatur, ſed figura hujus mundi tranſit, Irene. 

(6) Hanc ſententiam amplectimur mundum hunc eſſe 


Ekæternum in ea, quam Deus pro ſto beneplacito dedit Na- 


tura Loca illa Scripturæ, quz de mundi Interitu 
docere videntur, omnia ſunt parabolica, neque ex illis 
probari poſſit mundum fnterriturum, Maimonad. Mort 
Ne voch. p. 264, 272. . 


to 


_ ED. 
to have an end; but they mean no more, 

upon the Teſtimony of the (c) Fathers, 
than the Change of the Face of Religion 
for the better. The only Text of Scrip- 
ture which ſeems moſt to favour modern 
Divines about the End and Deſtruction of 
the natural World, is that of St. Fobn, 
| Revel. x. 6. where an Angel ſeems to ſwear 
| to it, that Time ſhall be no longer; as if 
the Motions of the Sun and Moon, and 
Earth, which are the Meaſures of Time, 
ſhall ſome time ceaſe; but this Text, 
| which in the Original is 2 Nee on ec“ cle, 
a, Oc. is fallly tranſlated ; and the 
true Verſion of it, rightly fill'd up and 
paraphraſed, is, And Chronos, Saturn, or 
the Antient of Days, ſhall not be ſet or 
manifeſted, but againſt the great Sabbath: 
do that, inſtead of a final Termination of 
Time, the Oracle ſpeaks here of the Com- 
| mencement of the happieſt and beſt of 
Times, when the Babyloniſh and deſolate 
State of the Church ſhall have an end; and 
| that Peace, Truth, and Righteouſneſs of 
the holy and ſpiritual City of the New 
Feruſalem, ſhall ſucceed, flouriſh, and a- 


—__— 


—— 


(e) Et hic Locus nullam Creaturæ Demolitionem, aut 
Interitum ſignificat, ſed Rerum tantum in meliorem ſta- 
tum tranſmutationem & innoyationem. Andrea Cæſarienſ. 


bound 


| i Apocal. Cap. 21. Ver. Io 
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Fs eeks, and his Prophecy deore us, extend 
to Chriſt's ſecond: Ad Eur; and that 1s, 
becauſe of the Happineſs and Bleſſedueſß 
of the Church, called the Holy City of 
the New Feruſalem, at the Febrninaticn of 
them. Seventy Weeks, ſays Daniel, art 
determined upon thy People, and upon thy 
Holy City, to finiſh the Tranſgreſſion, and 
to make an end of Sins, and to male Re. 
conciliation for Iaiguity, and to bring in 
everlaſting Righteonſneſs, und to ſeal ig 
the Viſion and Prophecy. 1s it poſſible for 
any one to read and conſider all theſe 
Things, as the Event that is to come to 
paſs at the end of Seventy Weeks, and yet 
apply them as fulfilled at Chriſt's firſt Ad- 

vent? I ſhould have thought ir impoſlible 

upon Reflection on the Sins, Errors, and 
Tranſgreſſions of Chriſtians, the Diviſions 
of the Church, and the Want of Reconci- 
liation and of Righteoufneſs for many A.- 

ges paſt in it. But Experience proves the 
contrary ; and our Divines, rather than 
Daniel's Weeks ſhould not be thought ful- 
filled at Chriſt's #-/? Coming, have tack'd 
and tortur'd their Brains to ſhow, how he 
then * Tranſgreſſion, ade an K 
0 
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Sins, and Reconciliation for Iniquity, and 
brought in everlaiting Righteouſneſs. And 


no doubt, but every Interpreter is ſatisfied 


of the Propriety of the prophetical Ex- 
preſſion, and its adapted Completion ac- 
cording to his own Imagination, I ſhall _ 
not take to pieces any of their Concepti- 
ons, how Chriſt has finiſhed Tran ſgreſſion, 
Ge. nor will I make any Deſcants upon 
the Face of the Church at preſent, and for 
many Ages paſt; much leſs will! ſay with 


che Jess and Infidels, that we ought to 
| look for another than was Feſtus of Naza- 


12th, to finiſh Tranſgreſſion, to make Recon- 
ciliation, and introduce Juſtice and Righ- 


teouſneſs amongſt Men; and to open the 


Viſion and Prophecy of the Bible for the 
Inſtruction of ſome, and Converſion of o- 
thers ; I ſhall not, I ſay, undertake any of 
theſe tedious and unpleaſant Tasks; but as 


in my Apprehenſion, as well as in the Opi- 


nion of the Fathers, Daniels Weeks extend 
to Chriſt's ſecond Advent, ſo I will tell 
you what they ſay of the Happineſs of the 


Church at that Time, of the Peace, Truth, 
and Righteouſneſs, that will then flouriſh 
and abound ; of the Abolition and Exter- 


mination of Sins and Errors then; of 


| the Reconciliation amongſt Men; and of 


the Gift of Propheſying, or of Interpreta- 


tion of Oracles, that Chriſtians will then 
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Lupum latere ; veniet enim Dominus & 


be endow'd with. All which Things, if 
they ſhould then prove true, and come ty 
paſs, as it is impoſſible to be otherwiſe, then 
I will leave it to the Reader to judge be. 
fore-hand, whether Daniel's Weeks point 
at Chriſt's ft Advent, or to his ſecond 
which is to put an end to the Reign of 
Anti-chriſt, that is, the Kingdom of Sin 
and Error. To this Purpoſe take the fol. 
lowing Paſſages out of the Fathers. 


 Anti-chriſtus regnans annis tribus & 
menſi bus ſex, tunc veniet Dominus de cx- 
lis in Nubibus adducens Fuitis Regni Tem- 
pora, hoc eſt, Requietionem, ſeptimun 
Diem ſanctificatum. St. Irenæus, Lib. J. 
rag. 30. . 
Poſt ſexenni Tempus ſub Lege 
memorati nova & cæleſtis Rerum omnium 
& Remiſſio & Reformatio prenunciatur, 
Hilarii Pſ. 119. verſus finem. | 
Septimus Dies quietem futuram ſand 
rum in hac vita ſignificat. Regnabit enim 
Dominus cum ſanctis ſuis, ſicut dicunt 
ſcripturæ & habebit hic Ecclefiam, qua 
nullus malus intrabit, ſeparatam atque pur 
atam ab omni Contagione nequitiæ; nan 
Eccleſia apparebit in magna Charitate, & 
Dignitate, & Juſtitia. Non ibi libebit de- 
cipere, non mentiri, non ſub Ovis pelle 


illu— 


ta) 


illuminabit Tenebrarum abſcondita. Au- 
guſt. in Serm. 259. | 

Ad Imaginem ejus Deus fecit Hominem, 
per quod non aliud indicat niſi quod Ima- 
ginis Dignitatem in prima Conditione per- 
fecit; ſimilitudinis vero Perfedio in Con- 
ſammationem Mundi ſervata eſt. Origen. 
de Princip. cap. 6. 

In ſeptimo Die ablues Veſtes, id eſt, in 
Conſummatione Mundi erit Depoſitio om- 
nis Immunditiei, & hominis Natura ad pri- 
ſtinam Puritatem renovabitur. Cyril. Alex. 

de Adorat. Lib. IV. 
Sexta Die formatur Homo ad Imaginem | 
Dei, ſexta Ætate Mundi manifeſtatur Re- 
formatio noſtra in Novitate Mentis. Au- 
| ouſt, contra Fauſtum, Lib. XII. cap. 8. 

Quo Numero ſex millium Annorum ex- 
pleto, Conſummationem fleri neceſſe eſt, 
& humanarum Rerum ſtatum 1 in melius re- 
formari . Religio & ejus Veritas in 
his ſex millibus Annorum laboret neceſſe 
eſt, Malitia dominante & prevalente—— 
In (os ſexti milleſſimi Anni malitia omnis 
aboleatur & regnet Futtitia, ſitque Tran- 
quillitas & Requies- ita ſexto Die 
Mundi verus Homo, id eſt, ſanctus Populus 
doctrinis & preceptis Dei ad Fuftitiam fi- 
guratur. Lactant. Lib. VII. cap. 14. 
Sic extincta Anti- chriſti Malitia & In- 

pletate * compreſſa requieſcet Orbis, qut 
x 1 2 _ * 
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per tot ſecula Errori & ſceleri nefandam 
pertulit ſervitutem. Ejnſdem, Lib. VII. 
Caps 19. : | 3 5 + 7 
Nec temere Dominus & fruſtra in ſep. 
tuageſſima ſeptima Generatione venit abo. 
Iiturus Peccata. Auguſt, in Quæftion. 4. 
Lib. Il. Evang. Queſt. 6 
Septemplicatus ſeptuagies ſepties ſepti- 
mus Numerus, quid afferre poſſit, Lector 
Chriſtianus advertet; tum vere abolebitur 
Conditio ſervitutis, veniet {ine Fine Liber. 
tas, abolebitur Neceſſitas peccandi. Petri 
Chryſol. in Serm. 139. EE 


I ſhall not ſtay to tranſlate, much leſs to 
comment upon any of theſe Authorities of 
the Fathers, but leave them, as they are, 
to the Conſideration of the learned Res- 
der, whether it was not the Opinion of 
the Fathers, that zo finiſb Tranſpreſſion, to 
make an end of Sins, and Reconciliation 
for Iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, would not be the Work of 
Chriſt at his ſecond Advent, at the Perfec- 
tion and Conſummation of Time, againſt 
the Sabbath of Sabbaths, the acceptable 
Day. of the Lord, and that Time of Ref 
that remaineth for the People of God; di 
which Time and Day, Daniel's Seventy 
Weeks are, in their Opinion, myſtically 
extenſive to, and perfectly expreſſive 5 


/ 


FW] = 
If the Reader pleaſe to compare the ſaid 
Expreſſions in Daniel, with the Teſtimo- 
| nies above, he will find the one referr'd to, 
and compriſed. in the other; fo that it was 
next to impoſſible, but that the Fathers 
had this Prophecy of Danzel in their View, 
| when they. thus wrote of the Happineſs 
and Bleſſedneſs of the Church at Chriſt's 
ſecond Coming. 3 
I queſtion'd above, rationally ſpeaking, 
whether it was poſſible for any to conſi- 
der theſe Expreſſions of Daniel to finiſh 
Tranſgreſſion, &c. and yet ' underſtand 
them as fulfilled by Chriſt at his firſt 
Coming? Yes, it is poſſible, becauſe our 
Commentators tell us, that Chriſt, by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf upon the Croſs, fniſbd 
Tranſpreſſion, &c. that 1s, made an Expia- 
tion, Attonement, and Reconciliation for 
the Sins of Mankind. On which Head 
they can harangue notably; and I ſhall 
here ſay nothing againſt it; no, not fo 
much as how unſatisfactory ſuch Talk up- 
on this Prophecy muſt be to Ferws and In- 
fidels. But I may here put ſuch Commenta- 
tors in Mind of another great (d) Sacrifice 


—__ 


(4) Offertur Holocauſtum Domino, cum Corpus pin- 
guts Litteræ quod ſignificatur in Lege, & Prophetiæ Nu- 
bilum, Igne ſpiritus ſancti, in ſpiritualem & tenuem ſub- 
ſtantiam convertantur. Hieronym. in Ezekiel, cap. 44. 


for 
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for Sins and Errors, that at Chriſt's ſecond 
Coming will be made againſt the great 
Sabbath, when he will be offered and fn. 
crificed according to the Form of the legal 
Bull or Ox, for the Sins, Errors, and Ig. 
norance of the Prieſts, as well as People, 
Upon which Sacrifice; Sin, Error,” and 
Ignorance, will of neceſſity ceaſe and be 
finiſh'd, the Underſtanding of Man will 
be enlighten d with Divine Knowledge, 
and for ever regaled with the delicious My- 
ſteries of God's Word. If I am not here 
apprehended, a little Time and Conſidera. 
tion will manifeſt the Truth of it. 
But now to ſpeak a little, by it ſelf, to 
the laſt Expreſſion in the Prophecy before 
us, vig. to ſeal up the Viſion and Prophe- 
cy. Seventy Weeks are determin' d. 
ſays Daniel, to ſeal up the Viſion and 
Prophecy. This Expreſſion mightily puz- 
zles our modern Commentators, who are 
for applying it to Chriſt's fr/t Advent. | 
thall ELL eo Manes what 5 of them ſay 
to it; but all of them being egregiouſſy 
ignorant of what is meant by ſealing and 
opening of the Viſions and Prophecy of 
the Bible, it's no wonder if they write 
much Nonſenſe and Impertinence. Let 
me then, for tlieir right Information, tell 


them briefly, that the Holy Bible is a 


Book 


[0] 
Book (e) ee ſeal'd, and was to 
continue ſo for Seventy Weeks, or till the 
perfection or Conſummation of Lime, which 
is the Time of the ſecond Advent of Chriſt, 
who will then open the Seals of this Di- 
vine and Oracular Book, and let us into 
the Sight of the Myſtery of God's Provi- 
dence, according to the Spirit of Prophe- 
cy. This J aſſert, not only upoa the Au- 
thority of the (F) Fathers, but of the (g 
antient eros; ſome of whoſe Teſtimonies 
[ refer to, to ſave multiplication of more 
Words, which a confiderate Reader will, 
Lam ſure, think needleſs. But, 


Fifthly, as great an Argument as any 
before, that Daniel's Weeks extend to 
Chriſt's ſecond Advent, is, becauſe that to 


i 


(e) Liber ſignatus, quia figuris perplexus & Enigmati- 
bus inyolutus. Origen. in Lib. Numb. cap. xxii. 

(j) Manifeſtationem Prophetiz futuram credimus in 
fecundo Chritti Adventu quo in Claritate venturus, cujus 
Acyentus Præcurſor ſperatur Elias, ficut hujus Johannes 
fuit, Auguſt, in Queſt. 58. Diverſ. Queſt, Cum Rerum 
finis advenerit, tum Prophetarum Veritas oftendetur. 
Hieron, in Jerem, cap. xxviii. | 

(g) Veteres Judzorum Theologi ſtatuunt Loca Scrip- 
turæ obſcura & intellectu difficilia temporibns Meſſiæ elu- 
cidanda eſſe, Vocum A nomalias corrigendas, ſtylum in- 
tricatum enodandum, ſenſumque my ſticum haRenus re- 
conditum ex litterali eliciendum, ut remotis omnibus Ve- 
lamentis, Rei Veritas palam fieret omnibus. Apud Su- 
renbuſ. in Prafat, ad Conciliat, 


the 
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gives the Name and Title of the Holy Place, | 


is not to be underſtood of the old Fewiſ 


ſalem, in the Days of Jeſus of Nasaret, 


In Matt. cap, XX1v, 


_  , 
the City of Feruſalem, here ſpoken of, he 


and Holy City; which is a good and con- 
vincing Reaſon with me, that he meant it 
of the New, Evangelical, Apoſtolical, and 
Apocalyptical Feruſalem, God's holy City, 
which, upon the Reffora tion of all Things, 
againſt the grand Sabbatical Day, is to be 


her Babyloniſh and bewilder'd State. 
It is the Opinion of the Fathers, that 
no material, earthly, or corporal Place, 
City, or Mountain, in Prophecy, is calld 
properly Holy. This is obſerved by (5 C. 
rigen, and (i) St. Fohn of Feruſalem, on 
the Prophecy before us; which therefore 


Zeruſalem, but of ſome ſpiritual, myſtical, 
and intellectual Place and City. And in. 
deed I can't forbear ſmiling at the Imagi- 
nation of our modern Divines, that Fern 


or when Veſpaſian laid Siege to it, ſhould, 
either in Reſpect to its People, or Building, 
be calPd in this Prophecy God's Holy Plate 


— 1 


» 
=> 
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( Debet qui legit diligens eſſe & intelligere, ut non 
ſeducatur ab Abominatione; Locus igitur ſanctus in- 
telligibilis eſt omnis Dictio ſcripturæ Giving. In Matt. 
cap. xxiv. l | | 

(i) Locus quo ſtetit Templum nan poteft dici ſanduy 


and 


Z . © 
Fae F 
and City. This Imagination is ſo abſurd, 
that it will rather admit of a () Jeſt, than 
good Reaſoning againſt it. And I hope 
our Commentators will bear with me, if 
ſome time or other I break many a good 
one with them on this Head, 12 

Beſides, it is a ruled Caſe with the Fa- 
thers, (7) in their Interpretation of the Pro- 
phets, that wherever Feruſalem is menti- 
on'd, it is for the moſt Part, if not altoge- 
ther, to be underſtood of Chriſt's Church, 
in one Condition or other; and they are ſo 
far from making the Exception in the Pro- 
phecy before us, that they clearly enough 
underſtand it of her, that is, of that (n 
new and ſpiritual Feruſalem, that after the 
Church's Captivity is to be reſtored and 
rebuilt in the Days of our ſpiritual Meſ- 
ab, the Son of David. | 

And thus have I conſider'd and given, 
in my Opinion, Five ſubſtantial Reaſons, 
why the Prophecy of Daniel before us, 


ah noe. A. J © INE" * 3 
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(k) Stultum eft irtationalem & inſenſibilem Montem 
dicere & credere eſſe ſanctum. Hieromm. in Jerom. 
Cad. 31. | 

(1) Quicquid in Hiſtoria, ut ſæpe diximus, intelligi- 
| fur contra Hieruſalem, refertur ad Eccleham, Hieron. 

in Jerem. cap. 5 „ 
) Propheta de Reparatione Templi & Civitatis ſpi- 
kitualis eſt locutus. Johan. Hieroſ. in Matt. cap, 24. | 


H with 
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with his Seventy Weeks, has Reſpect to 


and will have its Completion and Illuſtra. 


tion under Chriſt's ſecond Advent. There 
are other Particulars in this Prophecy, and 
its Context, that will afford us more Res. 
ſons for this our primitive Opinion ; but] 
omit them at preſent, preſuming that theſe 
Five Reaſons already ſpoken to, are ſuff- 
cient to awaken any one to the ſame Faith 
and Perſuaſion with my fel 

Againſt all I have ſaid to this Purpoſe 
there are but Three Objections to be made 
from the Prophecy it ſelf, which ſeem to 
confine it to Chriſt's firſt Advent. There. 
fore, leſt any one elſe ſhould be apprized 
of the ſaid Objections, to the Prejudice of 
this Diſſertation on Daniel's Weeks, I think 
fit to mention them, and give a brief An 
{wer to them. And 


The Firſt Objection is from ver. 25. 
where it is ſaid, Know therefore and und- 
land, that from the going forth of tbe 
Commandment to reſlore and to build Jem. 
ſalem, unto the MESSIAH the Prince. 
Theſe Words, ſome may ſay, certainly re 
late to Chriſt's firſt Coming, and to the 
Building of the Ferwiſh Feruſalem againl 
that Time, becauſe there is Mention 0), 
and Reference to the Time of the Date of 
the King of Babylons Order for the Build. 

| . I 


21 — 2 „ 


„ 
ing of the City in theſe Words, Know 
therefore, that from the going forth of the 


| Commandment to build ; and theretore the 


Seventy Weeks muſt be the Four hundred 
and ninety Years, between the Date or 
going forth of the Command to build, and 
the Birth or Crucifixion of Chriſt, as it 
may be beſt computed, or it is impoſſible 
for any one to account for this Reference 
to the King of Babylon's Decree for Build- 
ing, which neceſſarily obliges us to make 
2 Computation, notwithſtanding the Dith- 
culty we labour under to do it exactly, of 
Daniel's Weeks in the way we are in, and 
conſequently to make Application of the 
whole Prophecy to Chriſt's fr/t Ad- 
vent. 

This is ſeemingly a potent Objection; 
but for a ſhort and compleat Anſwer to 


it, I ſay Daniel's Words imply no ſuch 


Senſe nor Reference to the Date of the 
Order or Decree of the King of Babylon 
to build, notwithſtanding modern Con- 
ceptions of them; nor could it be a ma- 
terial City, but a ſpiritual one, there men- 
tiond to be reſtored and built, The 
Words, in the Greek Verſion, are xy yon, 


e cvynceis amo AG ego Toy o,m0Rew Wai, xg THU 


off hence Izegeran, Which are to be thus 


tranſlated, Know and underſtand, from 


be Logos of the Book of Exopus, 
H 2 , Or 


„ 
or from the Spirit of Prophecy in the 
Law of Moſes, particularly of his Bock 
of Exodus, how to reſtore all Things, and 
build the Holy City of the New Je RV. 
SALEM. | ſhall not ſtay to demonſtrate 
the Truth of this radiation, but leave 
it with the Reader to ruminate upon it 
for a while; and withal to conſider, whe- 
ther (if the Meaning of the Words am er 
d av, be as our Engliſh Verſion and mo- 
dern Commentators will have it) the Ex. 
preſſion be not dull, jejune, and improper; 
whether other Words are not more exprel- 
five of that Senſe; and whether the Tine 
of the Date of the King of Babylon's Pre- 
cept, which does ſo perplex Comments. 
tors to find out, ought not to have been 
ſignified for the clearing of the Oracle 
But if my Tranſlation of the Words be 
right, it is an Anſwer to the Objection . 
foreſaid ; and I don't doubt but to vind: 
cate my Tranſlation againſt any Except. 
ons that may be made to it. [p20 


Another Obje&ion may be rais'd from 
ver. 26. where it is ſaid, After Threeſcore 
and two Weeks Meſſiah ſhall be cut of; 
which Phraſe muſt be underſtood of the 
Crucifixion of Chriſt many Hundred- Years 
ſince; and conſequently the whole Fro 


phecy 


E 
phecy did terminate, and was fulfill'd at 
his firſt Advent. 12 aft 
| [I anſwer, that the Word Meſſiabh does 

not neceſſarily ſignify a Perſon, but pro- 
perly does the ſpiritual Logos of the Law 
and Prophets; and therefore is rightly 
tranſlated in the LXX, by Leiche, that 
is, the Unction or Spirit of the Law; 
which, in the Opinion of the Fathers, up- 
on another Occaſion to be quoted, may be 
cut off, extinguiſh'd, or aboliſh'd, till af- 
ter theſe Sixty and reo Weeks in Daniel ; 
which ſtill makes for the Extent of the 
Prophecy to Chriſt's ſecond Coming. I 
know not the full Import of the Hebrew 
Phraſe, for The Meſſiah ſhall be cut off, 
nor whether it be ambiguous, and of ma- 
ny Significations; but I dare anſwer for 
it, the Greek Verfion is no Contradiction 
to, nor Incoherence with it: And there 
the Phraſe, no leſs oraculous than the He- 
brew, 18 Sp ν t Nel: which let the 
Criticks in the Greek Tongue tranſlate, 
and, if they can, make to be prophetical- 
ly ſignificative of the quondam Crucifixion 
f the Holy Feſus ; whilſt I hold it to be 
very expreſſive of the Perdition, Extincti- 
on, Extermination, and Abolition of the 
Spirit of Prophecy, that is, of the Meſſiabh 
of the Law, till the Conſummation of 
Time, or till after Threeſcore and two 
Weeks 


% 
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EK 
Weeks that he is to return again: TI know 
that the primitive Fathers, when, for the 
Converſion of the Zews, they apply'd the 
whole Prophecy to Chriſt's frſt Advent, 
did underſtand this Paſſage of the Cruci- 
fixion of the Holy Feſus ; but when their 
Thoughts were more exalted and intent on 
his ſecond Coming, then they underſtood 
it of the myſtical (n) Crucitixion of the 
Word of Truth, or of the quenching and 
extinguiſhing of the xeuue, the Oyl of 
the Light of the Spirit of Prophecy, by 
the Miniſters of the Letter, and of Anti. 
chriſt ; as may be abundantly proved out 
of their Writings. And I don't doubt but 
when the Logos of the Law, who is our 
true Meffiah, that is extinguiſh'd at this 
Day, according to the Import of the 
Word eZox5gw2norz, ſhall come to reſtore 
Prophecy, and teach us to underſtand 0- 
racles, he will juſtify this Interpretation 
of the Paſſage before us, and entirely wrelt 
every Part of the whole Prophecy we 
have been treating on, out of the Hands of 


_ — 
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() Ne putes quod tune tantummodo Chriftus traditus 
eſt ſacerdotibus & condemnaverunt eum & tradiderunt 
eum ad crucifigendum; ſed. & nunc traditur & morte 
damnatur: Chriſtus enim eſt Verbum Veritatis,, tra- 
dunt enim Veritatis Verbum perverſis Expoſitionibus fuis 
ad deludendum & crucifigendum, Johan. Hieroſol. in Mai 
EX = | 1 | 
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modern Commentators, who. would apply 
it to, and extend it no farther than his 


| frt Advent. < 


A Third Objection may be drawn from 
the following Words, And the People of 
the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall deſtroy the 
City and the Sanctuary, and the end there- 
of ſhall be with a Flood, and unto the end 
of the War Deſolations are determin d. 
This, ſome will fay, is fo plain a Prophe- 
cy of Veſpaſian's coming with his Army 
azainſt the eres, for the Deſtruction of 
their City and Temple, and for that gene- 
ral Devaſtation of their Country, like as 
with a Hood at the end of the War, that 
it will be next to impoſſible to put any 
other tolerable Senſe on it than this, 
which our modern Commentators are a- 
oreed in. Ws, | 
| Tanſwer, that as by City and Sanctuary, 

for the Reaſon above-mention?'d, muſt be 
| underſtood the City and Temple of the 
| New Feruſalem; ſo the People, and the 
Prince, who are to come againſt this City 
and Temple, are Anti-chriſt and his Mini- 
ters, who, for theſe Forty and tuo Months, 
or half a Week, have been deſtroy ing it, 
and treading it under their Feet. But 
when the Meſſiah or Logos of the Law 
mall come again to wage War with 25 
chriſt, 
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jection which I make, upon the Authority 


Nature of the War between Chriſt and 
Anti- chriſt; that is, of (o) the Spirit of the 


ror; and of (7) Light againſt Darkneſs; 


ſpiritum. Origen. in Geneſ. cap. 21. 


Eccleſ cap. x. 


8 Adventus ſai Dominus deſtruet Anti-chriſtum. 
Ibid. 


ww - 
chriſt, then at the end of that ſpiritual 
Warfare with him, Deſolations, that is, the 
Wilderneſs State of the Church, will be de. 
termined. This is an Anfwer to the Ob. 


of the Fathers; and the more it is thought 

on, the better it will be liked. It is plain 
enough from Treneus and Hippolirus, and 
others, that by the People of the Prince 
Who are to come here, are meant Anti. 
chriſt and his Miniſters. And the Fathers 
in general do ſo appoſitely deſcribe the 


Law againſt the Letter; of Reaſon (9) 2 
gainſt Nonſenſe ; of (q) Truth againſt Er 


that when the Divine Logos of the Law, or 
our ſpiritual Meffab, ſhall viſibly appear to 
the Eyes of our Underſtandings, there 1s 


no Queſtion to be made, but at the Ac- 
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(o) Pugna Anti- chriſti eſt, cum ii qui Legem ſecut- 
dum Carnem intelligunt, adverſantur his qui ſecundum 


(Y) Bellum erit ſapientiæ contra ſtultitiam. Aieron. in 
4%) Chriſtus & Anti- chriſtus opponentur ut Veritas & 


Mendacium. Hieron. in Queſt. 2. ad Algaſ. | 
(:) Quomodo Tenebræ ſolis Adventu fuguntur fic Tlw 


3 com- 


—_ 
compliſhment of the Warfare, the Church 
will be quite deliver'd out of her bewil- 
der'd State of Error and Contention; and 
ſo Deſolations will be for ever determin d-. 
And if this end of the War, or determi- 
nation of the deſolate Condition of the 
Church, be as with a Flood, it will be, 
becauſe the Knowledge of God will then 
cover the Earth, as the W aters cover the 
Seas, when Victory over Anti-chriſt will 
with Joy and Allelujabs be proclaim'd, and 
the Nero Feruſalem rebuilt in the New Ju- 
dea, which will be (5) everlaſtingly in- 
habite dd. wer ES 

And thus have I briefly anſwer'd the 
Three moſt conſiderable Objections that I 
can think of, / againſt our Interpretation of 
this Prophecy of Daniel. When any one 
ſhall think fat to give theſe, or any other 
Objections more Force, a larger Reply 
ſhall be made to them. In the mean 
Time, I may conclude, that I have ſuffi- 
ciently, though briefly, for the preſent, 
written in Defence of the primitive Opi- 
nion about Daniel's Weeks; and I give any 


one Leave to ſay of me, what St. Au- 
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(5) In hae Provincia Confeſſionis & Gloriz, & in hac 
urbe, in qua Pax Domini eernitur, erit æterna Habitatio, 
Hieronym, in Foel, cap. iii. 


: 1 guſtin 
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guitin (t) does of Heſychius Solbnitams 
- viz, that I believe the Seventy Weeks of this 

Prophecy extended to Chri/t's ſecond" Ad. 
vent, and will receive their Accompliſh. 
ment and Illuſtration only at that Time. 

I have, I ſay, but briefly, handled: this 
Subject; for this Diſſertation might, and 
ought, ſometime, to be drawn out to z 
much greater Length, and more copious 
Authorities produced out of the Father, 
in Defence of it. But I was minded to be 
as ſhort as I could, and to give the Reader 
but a Taſte before - hand, of that fumptu- 
ous Feaſt he may expect, upon another 
Occation, to be entertain'd with on this 
abet. dersbit on Dom ant 

Perhaps ſome may ſay, this Plenty of 
Authorities already produced, ſavours too 
much of a pompous Vanity to ſhew much 
Reading. To ſuch I muſt own, that ſome 
Books of this Age, which I could name, 
are vain-gloriouſly ſtuff'd with Shreds of 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, to no Pur. 
poſe : But in this my Caſe, it was abſo- 
lutely neceſlary to back my Aſſertions 
with Teſtimonies; or ſome might have 


— 
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(i) Hebdomadas Danielis non ad primum Chriſti Ad. 
ventum, fed ad ſecundum potius exiftimas pertinere. I 
Epiſt. 199. 

| que- 


Cn. 

queſtion'd the Truth of what was affirmꝰd 
of the Fathers. It is not an uncommon 
Thing far fome Writers to bely Antiqui- 
ty, and to palm Doctrines upon their 
Readers for antient, when none much old- 
er than themſelves ever thought of them. 
With this Fault I ſhall, upon Occaſion, 
charge ſome of. the Writers againſt the 
Grounds, who, I am ſorry to ſay it, have 
reported ſuch Things of both the antient 
Jews and Fathers of the Church, as are 
not true; to the Diſgrace of their Profeſ- 
ſion, and Scandal of their Religion. To 
avoid ſuch an Imputation againſt my ſelf, 


give, where requiſite, a Teſtimony or 


two out of the Fathers. And if a fingle 
Teſtimony or two to this. or that Point, 
{tall not be thought enough in the Judg- 
ment of my Readers, they ſhall find, if 


| nced be, how I can abundantly pour them 
forth upon almoſt every Article. 


But beſides that I have but briefly treat- 
ed on this Subje& upon the Authority of 
the Fathers; it may be obſerv'd, that 1 
have quoted little or nothing from the an- 
tient Jeres, who are no leſs Favourers of 
our Opinion on Daniel's Weeks, than are 
the Fathers, as ſhall be plainly and fully 
proved, when Occaſion does call for't, in 


| 2 Diſcourſe by it ſelf.” Philo Judæus, that 


ſublime Philoſopher, and little leſs than in- 
I 2 | ſpired 


} 
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ſpired Writer, has nothing in him, as I re. 
member, on Daniel's Weeks ; but he has 
written ſo much on the Myſtery of the 
Septenarian Number; on the great Feſti- 
val of Pentecoſt; on the Obſervation of the 
grand Sabbath in Times to come; and on 
the typical and figurative Meaning of God's 
Creation of all Things in /i Days, againſt 
the holy Reſt of the Seventh, that if his 
Opinion had been ask'd upon the Prophe- 
cy before us, he would readily have told 
us the Extent and Meaning of every Part 
of it; as in due Time and Place I ſhall de- 
monſtrate out of his Writings. 

Neither have I here urg'd the Teſtimo- 
nies of the Philoſophers and Mythologiſts 
of the Gentiles, in Favour of our Opinion 
on this Prophecy of Daniel. And, ſome 
may ſay, why muſt theſe old Philoſophers 
and Mythologiſts be brought in here? What 
have they to do in the Interpretation of 
Daniel's Weeks 2 ] anſwer, very much : It 
was not only the Opinion of the univerſal 
primitive Church, that the Gentiles bor 
row'd all their Philoſophy and myſtical 
Theology from the Scriptures, but theit 

 Philoſaphers have own'd it. If then we 
can find in them many Opinions in favour 
of our Sentiments on this Prophecy of 
Daniel, we ſhall not only reaſonably con- 
clude from whence they had them, 15 
oe their 
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their Teſtimonies, join'd with Jes and 
Fathers on our Side, will bear down all 
Oppoſition that can be made againſt us. 
Primaſius (u) ſays, that the Opinions of 
the Gentiles, join'd with Apoſtolical ones, 
are good Helps for the Interpretation of 
| the Revelations. And he is in the right 
on't; for there is much Gentile myſtical 
Philoſophy in St. John's Cabaliftical The- 
ology. And why then may we not think 
of ſome Opinions amongſt them for Dani- 
es Prophecy before us? The Gentiles had 
myſtical Notions of the Seprenarian and 
Decimarian Numbers, like the Fews and 
Fathers. 'Their Izegv xa £6 Swoy nude, ſacred 
Seventh Day, was the fame with the grand 
myſtical Sabbath of both Fews and Chri- 
/tians, They had the ſame Notions with 
them of the Duration of the World, and 
Conſummation of Time. Their Saturnian, 
and happy Reign and Age to come, 1s the 
lame with Daniel's Antient of Days, when 
the Saints will be in Poſſeſſion of the King- 
dom. The Meſſiab here ſpoken of in Da- 
niel, who is to finiſh Tranſgreſſion, and 
make a Reconciliation amongſt Men, is 


PT —— 
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(A) Sic recte ab Ethnicis dicta & Apoſtolicis Pradica- 
tionibus ſociata noſtro Profectui ceſſerunt. In Progm, ad 


ec. Joban. 
no 
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no _ than the Gentiles divine Off. ſpring 
(w) of their Gods, who is once to refine) 
to the World golden and bleſſed Times; 
As the Zews _ Fathers hold this Meſfiah 
of Daniel will be born of a Virgin againſt 
the Antient of Days, ſo did the Gentil 
(x) too, againſt the Saturnian Age. The 
handling of theſe, and many other Parti. 
culars in the Gentile Mythology, to this 
Purpoſe, would be a curious Subject, and 
deſerving of Pains in it; becauſe it would 
not only confirm our Interpretation of Da. 
niel's Prophecy before us, but would be 
ſuch a Demonſtration of the Original of 
the Gentile Theology and Mythology a3 
the like can't be imagined. 

But above all, my preſent Dif=rtation 
may be accounted-too ſhort and imperfect; 
becauſe I have made no Remarks. on mo- 
dern Expoſitions of this Prophecy ; nor 
ſhewn what a rare Diſplay of Learning our 
Divines have made on it, No doubt but 
Biſhop Chandler, Dr. Clark, Dr. Marſhal, 
Mr. WW hiiton, and Mr. Sykes, ( Nuantos 
Viros! ) expect not a little to be applauded 
for their Performances on this Head. And 
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 (m) - Divum Genus, aurea condet, 
Sæcula qui rurſus. | 
(x) Jam redit & /zrgo, redeunt Saturnia Rogra, 


in 
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in juſtice to them, I will ſome time or o- 
ther pay them off with due Praiſes. The 
Age in which we now live, reckons it ſelf 


a Learned one: And it may be obſerved, 


that never before did ' Divines compliment 

and claw. one another off with Encomiums 
of their great Learning. I will do ſo too 
ſome time, for the foreſaid eminent Di- 
vines, For it's pity that ſuch great Names 
as afore-mention'd, ſhould be bury'd in 
Oblivion, and their Works put to neceſſary 


Uſes, without a Memorial firſt made of 


them, that the Generations to come might 
know, what Prodigits of Learning, and 
profound Scholars, flouriſh'd in the begin- 
ning of the Eighteenth Century. 

On the other Hand, it may be expected 
by Free-Thinkers, as I profeſs my ſelf an 


| impartial Moderator, that I expoſe and lay 


open the Errors, Blunders, and Abſurdi- 
ties of the aforcſaigigreat and renowned 
Writers. This Work 1 ſhould think more 
becoming of the Author of Grounds. But 


if any judge it a Duty incumbent upon me, 


| will effe&ually diſcharge it; for I would, 
if I could, pleaſe all Parties. My Deſign, 
waen I firſt placed my ſelf in the Chair of 
a Moderator in this Controverſy, was to 
reconcile eros, Infidels, and Apoſtates, to 


the Belief of Chriſtianity, upon the moſt 


A\ntient, Zewiſh, Chriſtian, and Philoſo- 
TT phical 
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phical Principles; which if I can bai elfe 
my Time and Pains will be well laide 
tho? I ſhould meet with the leaſt Thanl 
from the Clergy, notwithſtanding their p 
tended Zeal for the Chriſtian Religion, at 
earneſt Contentions for the Meſiabſbiþ 
the Holy Jeſus, to dem be —— 
ever. Amen. 3 


